Making a Difference

A Proposal for Meaningful Reform

1. Utah Department of Corrections (UDC), the Board of Pardons & Parole (the Board) and Adult Parole and
Probation (AP&P) shall implement programs to predict risk of recidivism for every individual who has not
yet terminated. Such programs shall:

a. Use current up-to-date evidence-based computer software programs (such as Compass)
designed to predict recidivism.

b. Use therapeutic programs to administer evidence-based testing and evaluation designed to
assess a person’s risk of reoffending.

c. Use any other evidence-based practices that have shown to be reliable predictors of recidivism.

d. Using the above tools, the prediction risk of an individual’s recidivism shall be calculated within
twelve months for every person not yet terminated and at regular intervals as follows:

i. As part of a person’s Pre Sentence report

ii. One year after a person’s sentence

ili. At least thirty days prior to any Board hearings

iv. At least once every five years

2. Rehabilitation and therapy programs shall be made available for all crime classifications, and not just for
drug or sex offenders.

a. Programs shall receive funding and adjusted annually according to the number of inmates
incarcerated with the crime category it is meant to treat.

i. SOTP’s 2016 funding shall be increased three fold from its 1996 level (the last time it
received a funding increase) to account for the almost three fold increase in the sex
offender prison population since that time.

ii. Other crime category programs, such as for financial, homicide or other crime
categories currently not being treated shall be created and allocated funds on an annual
basis according to the number of incarcerated persons convicted of such crimes.

b. All programs shall give priority and admittance into their program for those who

i. Show considerable interest in the program;

ii. Have been shown to be or are likely to be amenable to therapy; or

ili. Are closest to release

3. The Board of Pardons shall consider a person’s assessed risk of recidivism and their behavior while in
prison as significant factors for the determination of parole. Persons at low risk and with good behavior
after having served a minimal amount of their sentence (as determined by the Board of Pardons) shall
be given sentencing alternatives to incarceration (such as parole with enrolment into community
therapy and programs designed to treat their specific criminal behavior). Said persons shall not be
incarcerated for times that exceed the sentencing guidelines unless the Board provides in writing
exceptional circumstances to justify the extension of time beyond the guidelines.

a. Persons deemed low risk and paroled in this manner who subsequently violate any term of their
parole shall be sanctioned according to sentencing guidelines created by the Sentencing
Commission.

b. Persons paroled in this manner shall be responsible to complete at their own expense
community-based treatment programs and any other stipulations deemed necessary by the
Board of Pardons for the effective treatment and prevention of their crime.

4. Parole incentives and incarceration incentives {passed by HB 348 or any other bill) shall be made
available to all inmates, and not just ones with certain crime categories.



