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UPAN Newsletter  Volume 8 Number 3  |  MARCH 2021 

“Empowerment and Growth Through Knowledge and Unity” 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

COVID Update & CDC Visiting Guidelines – Stimulus Pmt Guidance 
Jail Phone Calls – Beat Confusion On Release – Criminal Justice and 

Police Reform Legislation Passed In 2021 Session 
*    *    *    *    *    * 

APRIL 12, 2021 Meeting  Location: Virtual - Zoom Registration  Topic: Family meeting.  Topics will be 
determined by participants.  Free and open to the public.  Live stream on Facebook Live available.  Virtual  
Zoom Meeting – link is   https://bit.ly/2UJ2RA3  If you are on the UPAN Chimp Mail list you will receive an invite. 
 

UPAN continues virtual meetings during the pandemic.  Also available, as usual, on our Facebook page 
afterwards.  All UPAN Meetings and those posted on this page are free and open to the public. 
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NOTE: Quotations This Month Are From Women, March Being International Women’s Month 
 

“Turn your wounds into wisdom.” – Oprah Winfrey 
 

“Justice is about making sure that being polite is not the same thing as being quiet.  In fact, often 
times, the most righteous thing you can do is shake the table.” – Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

 

Disclaimer: Formulate your own opinions about the information presented. 
This information is presented for the reader’s enlightenment and evaluation. 

 

COVID-19 Update for Utah Prisons 
Compiled by Molly Prince 

 

The COVID Numbers.  As of March 12, 2021 the UDC 
website reports the following totals for COVID cases: 
USP Draper has had 1,762 confirmed cases; CUCF 
Gunnison has had 1,105 total confirmed cases and UDC 
inmates housed in county jails has totaled 442 confirmed 
cases.  This is a total of 3,309 state inmates who have 

suffered through COVID.  The UDC statistics webpage 
has been down for a while.  Since I cannot ascertain the 
total number of inmates in state’s custody without 
updated figures, I am going to make an estimate that at 
least 50 to 55% of all UDC inmates have tested positive 
for COVID-19 in the past six months – since the first  

https://bit.ly/2UJ2RA3
http://utahprisoneradvocate.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c10b610f53064099e317032f9&id=e049400589&e=c5
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case was confirmed in Draper at the end of September, 
2020.   The breakdown by jail is not available without 
contacting each jail individually.  The website reports a 
total of 396 cases have been confirmed in corrections 
staff, but it does not break down based on facility. 
 
There have been a total of 128 positive cases in Utah’s 
five community correctional centers (Atherton, 
Bonneville, Fortitude, Northern Utah, and Orange Street) 
with the majority of 63 being in Fortitude. 
 

Deaths.  UDC also reports a total of 15 deaths due to 
COVID, with 12 in USP and 3 in CUCF.    
https://corrections.utah.gov/index.php/home/alerts-
2/1237-udc-coronavirus-updates  
 

Vaccines Administered.  The  March 12
th
, UDC update 

reports that they continue to collaborate with the Utah 
Dept. of Health and local health departments.  It goes on 
to say, “If you would like to track vaccine distribution to 
our incarcerated population, please visit the 
coronavirus.utah.gov website and click the "Case 
Counts" tab.  On that page, you can click the “vaccines” 
tab and Corrections is listed in the chart “Vaccine 
Administered by Provider Type." There is no info on % of 
officers who have received the vaccine. 
 

In searching the coronavirus.utah.gov website, the page 
https://coronavirus.utah.gov/case-counts/  comes up, 
which only lists vaccines administered by Corrections as 
follows: 184 inmates have received one dose; 85 people 
have received both doses and the total vaccines 
administered by UDC are 269.  There is no breakdown 
of what the age categories that are now being 
vaccinated are, or how many have been administered 
separately in Draper and Gunnison. We do not know 
what housing units have been given the opportunities for 
vaccination.  
 

We do know that back on January 25
th
 all incarcerated 

persons over the age of 70 became eligible for 
vaccinations and many of those inmates accepted it.  
According to Kaitlin Felsted, PIO for UDC, the 
vaccination roll out in the prison is a joint effort between 
UDC and the Health Dept. and opportunities for 
vaccinations should be in line with the Utah Health Dept. 

guidelines. We have been told that individuals, no matter 
what age, with serious medical issues have been offered 
the vaccine, and some have received it recently.    
 

Over the past month, the state of Utah has opened up 
vaccinations to anyone over the age of 16 with certain 
serious medical conditions and has recently opened 
vaccinations for all people over the age of 50.   
 

UPAN communicates with UDC Administration for 
updates beyond what is on its website.  UPAN continues 
to receive letters from inmates, emails from family 
members, and Facebook posts by family and friends 
about the continued spread and outbreaks of COVID in 
the various housing units in both facilities.  
 

UPAN will also be exploring what Corrections’ response 
and approach will be to the governor’s anticipated lift of 
the mask mandate for Utah scheduled to begin April 
10

th
.  It does not seem wise to lift the mask mandate 

inside Utah’s correctional facilities for either inmates or 
staff due to the fact that not everyone has had the 
opportunity to receive a vaccine. This leaves 
incarcerated persons the most vulnerable to being 
further contaminated if officers and staff are not wearing 
masks at all times once the state mandate is lifted.  UDC 
administration has the option to continue its own mask 
requirement to protect our incarcerated loved ones that 
are in its custody and care.  We hope they choose to be 
safe rather than risk further outbreaks.  
 

Inmates in Our Prayers.  UPAN Directors want 
everyone living in prison to know you are in our thoughts 
and prayers.  We understand, maybe better than anyone 
else out here in the community, that you all are stuck in 
a situation where you have no choice but to wait for UDC 
to arrange for vaccinations and determine its own policy 
on how to protect you once the state mask mandate is 
lifted. All you can do is hope all UDC employees, 
particularly correctional officers and medical staff, honor 
the CDC guidelines that indicate the best way to prevent 
spread of this debilitating virus in confined housing areas 
like prisons is to wear masks, wash hands, increase 
healthy air circulation, and make sincere efforts to social 
distance whenever possible.  

 
CDC Guidelines for Visiting in Correctional Facilities During Pandemic By Molly Prince 

 

The following information is based on Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) guidelines for correctional 
institutions related to visiting during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/correction-detention/guidance-
correctional-detention.html#social_distancing  
 

The CDC recommended that during the pandemic in-
person visits should be suspended and replaced with 
video visitation, increased phone privileges, and no cost 
phone calls.  The Utah Dept. of Corrections receives 
mixed reviews in how they followed these suggestions 

for the continued health and mental health of 
incarcerated individuals.  It has taken a year for UDC to 
implement video visiting, which has only begun for  
housing units in Draper over the past several weeks.  It 
is still not available for Uinta in Draper.  UPAN has been 
advised that testing of the video visiting system should 
begin in CUCF during the next couple of weeks. Updates 
will be posted on the UDC website when this occurs.  
 

On the plus side, UDC quickly contracted with the 
Inmate Calling Service (ICS) vendor IC Solutions to 
provide ten 15-minute free calls per week for each 

https://corrections.utah.gov/index.php/home/alerts-2/1237-udc-coronavirus-updates
https://corrections.utah.gov/index.php/home/alerts-2/1237-udc-coronavirus-updates
https://coronavirus.utah.gov/case-counts/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/correction-detention/guidance-correctional-detention.html#social_distancing
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/correction-detention/guidance-correctional-detention.html#social_distancing
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/correction-detention/guidance-correctional-detention.html#social_distancing
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inmate in USP and CUCF.  However, there were not 
increased phone privileges implemented in Utah’s 
prisons. An inmate’s calling privileges remained based 
on his/her classification / privilege / security level.  
 
State inmates in county jails (those in the custody of 
UDC but shipped out to live in jails through the Inmate 
Placement Program, aka IPP) have not received the 
benefit of the ten free phone calls per week.  This is 
because each county jail runs its own inmate 
communication services with different ICS vendors on 
contracts individualized for the specific county, with 
vastly different services and costs to inmates and 
families.   
 

The CDC guidelines state, “If suspending contact visits, 
provide alternate means (e.g., phone or video visitation) 
for incarcerated/detained individuals to engage with legal 
representatives, clergy, and other individuals with whom 
they have legal right to consult.”  UPAN has received 
mixed reviews from families and incarcerated on how 
USP and CUCF made these accommodations 
throughout the past year. 
 

Prevention Practices for Visitors 
Since COVID-19 vaccinations for the public in Utah is 
ramping up, hopefully more prisoners will also have the 
opportunity to receive vaccinations in the coming weeks.  
UPAN would like to highlight the recommendations from 
the CDC on contact visiting.  Much of the following is 
also found at the website cited earlier in this article. 
 

It would seem reasonable that when Utah’s prisons 
reinstate in-person, contact visiting, that the use of 
masks for both visitors and their incarcerated loved ones 
would be required.  Even after vaccinations, with the 
spread of variants increasing, it is recommended that 
people in the community continue to wear masks and 
follow personal hygiene guidelines when interacting 
socially.  That would be a reasonable requirement for in-
person, contact visitation to prevent more outbreaks.  
 

The initial recommendation from the CDC for prevention 
and during an outbreak is to “restrict non-essential 
vendors, volunteers, and tours from entering the facility.”  
It further states to “communicate with potential visitors to 
discourage contact visits in the interest of their own 
health and the health of their family members and 
friends inside the facility.”  This was done in Utah in 
March, 2020, by completely eliminating in-person visits 
in Utah’s prisons – which also occurred throughout the 
rest of the country’s prisons.   
 

For in-person visiting, the CDC guidelines state, 
“Require visitors to wear masks, and perform verbal 

screening and temperature checks for all visitors and 
volunteers on entry.”  Staff performing all check-in of 
visitors, screening and temperature checks should wear 
recommended PPE.  Any visitor or volunteer who does 
not clear the screening process or who declines 
screening would not be allowed into the visit.  Provide 
alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol in 
visitor entrances, exits, and waiting areas.  
 

It is also reasonable for the prison to provide disinfectant 
and cleaning supplies in visitation rooms, and that the 
tables, chairs, vending machines, and any other 
surfaces be cleaned between sessions of visiting.  It is 
also reasonable to expect that the visitation tables will be 
distanced to reduce close proximity of different groups of 
visitors.   
 

An additional option is to open up barrier visiting for any 
overflow when scheduling in-person visiting in those 
housing units that would receive a large number of 
visitors.  UPAN also suggests that video visitation 
remain an option for inmates and families when in-
person visitation resumes, to reduce the sheer volume of 
in-person visitors attempting to visit and to 
accommodate families who live long distances away. 
 

Families and prisoners should keep in mind that it is 
likely that when in-person visitation resumes in many 
prisons across the country, the scheduling of contact 
visits will be different than the at-will, in-person visiting 
that took place before COVID. This is due to the 
continued need for safety precautions and to reduce the 
number of visitors (from pre-pandemic numbers) in a 
visiting room at one time.   
 

More from the CDC: Provide in-person visitors and 
volunteers with information to prepare them for 
screening prior to their visit.  This includes the 
following recommendations: 

 - Instruct visitors to postpone their visit if they have 
COVID-19 symptoms. 
 - If possible, inform potential visitors and volunteers 
before they travel to the facility, that they should expect 
to be screened for COVID-19 (including a temperature 
check), and will be unable to enter the facility if they do 
not clear the screening process or if they decline 
screening. 
 - Display signage outside visiting areas explaining the 
COVID-19 symptom screening and temperature check 
process. Ensure that materials are understandable for 
non-English speakers and those with low literacy. 

 

As of March 2021, UDC has told us they are always 
reviewing visitation and how it will be structured. It has 
not set a target date to resume in-person visits. 

 
"Ultimately, the greatest lesson that COVID-19 can teach humanity is that we are all in this together."  

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw 
 

“Whatever you fear most has no power – it is the fear that has the power.”  Oprah Winfrey 
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Quick Note about jobs and income referenced in Feb. UPAN Newsletter 
By Warren Rosenbaum, UPAN Newsletter Editor 

 

Limited time for research and space limitations in this issue prevent a detailed article at this time.  I’m planning to select 
the best, from a list of 30 unusual jobs, and publish them as a start in the quest for jobs and sources of income as a 
person’s parole becomes available.  The goal is to find and reveal several opportunities to satisfy the job/income 
requirement needed for a super-successful parole.  Satisfying AP&P, BOPP, the parolee, and family with a meaningful 
and lucrative opportunity is what I’m striving for.  And I know of some special opportunities where the “boss” doesn’t care 
in you have a felony charge, what your age is, or even if you’re as ugly as a mud fence.  How about dem apples?  Ed. 

 
Guidance for Receiving Government Stimulus Payments  By Faye Jenkins 

 

Much of the following information came from: https://caresactprisoncase.org/  
 

On February 9, 2021, the IRS sent guidance to prison 
officials around the country explaining how people in 
prison can obtain their Recovery Rebate Credit (RRC) 
by filing a 2020 tax return (Form 1040). The “Recovery  
Rebate Credit” (RRC) is another name for the two 
rounds of stimulus payments that Congress allocated 
under the CARES Act and COVID-19 Tax Relief Act.  
People who have not yet received those payments, or 
who received less than what they believe they are 
entitled to, must file a 2020 tax return to obtain the 
payments now. 
 

The Recovery Rebate Credit was eligible to be paid in 
two rounds of advance payments during 2020 and early 
2021. These advanced payments are referred to as the 
first and second Economic Impact Payments.  
 

U.S. citizens and U.S. resident aliens may be eligible to 
claim the Recovery Rebate Credit on Form 1040 if:  

1. they did not receive the full amount of each 
payment,  
2. no one else can claim them as a dependent on their    
2020 federal income tax return AND  
3. they have a social security number (SSN) that is 
valid for employment in the United States.  

 

If you do not file a joint tax return with your spouse, have 
less than $12,400 in income, and claim no qualifying 
children who live with you, claim the Recovery Rebate 
Credit as follows:  

1. Select 'Single' or 'Married filing separately' as your 
filing status.  
2. Enter your name, SSN, and address information and 
answer the question about virtual currency.  (Enter 
your inmate identity number near your last name.) 
3. Enter your income on lines 1 through 8 followed by 
the $12,400 standard deduction on lines 12 and 14.  
4. Enter the Recovery Rebate Credit amount on lines 
30, 32, 33, 34, and 35a.  If the IRS did not issue you 
either Economic Impact Payment, enter $1,800. If the 
IRS issued a $1,200 payment only, enter $600.  If the 
IRS issued a $600 payment only, enter $1,200.  
5. Sign and date the tax return. 

 

The best way to receive the stimulus payment is by 
direct deposit into your personal bank account.  In the 
refund section, enter the bank routing number and 

account number.  It is advised you not enter an account 
number that is not in your name.  If this section is left 
blank, the IRS will send a check to the address you put 
on your form.  It should not matter which prison address 
you use, the mailroom will forward checks they receive 
for inmates to the finance department.  We received 
reports that the IRS has sent some stimulus payments 
by debit card.  The prison will return debit cards back to 
the IRS.  
 

Mail completed form to: Department of the Treasury, 
Internal Revenue Service, Ogden, UT 84201-0002 
 
After applying for the stimulus payments last year, some 
people received letters from the IRS falsely saying they 
owed back taxes.  A person will not receive the stimulus 
payments if they do owe back taxes, but if you know you 
do not owe back taxes, disregard the letter and reapply 
for the stimulus payments filing the 2020 tax form. 
 

The third stimulus payment signed into law on March 11, 
2021 should be automatically sent to those who received 
the first or second stimulus payments.  There has not 
been any guidance on how to claim the third payment if 
you did not receive the first two payments.  I expect the 
third will be sent automatically once your 2020 tax form 
is successfully processed. 
 

Here are some suggestions for setting up a bank 
account while incarcerated.  These ideas were shared in 
a comment thread on the UPAN Friends and Family 
Support Facebook Group. 
 

 Give someone Power of Attorney (POA) to act in 
your name.  This person can set up a bank account 
in your name or add you to their bank account, 
depending on the bank or credit union policy related 
to using a POA for financial purposes for an 
incarcerated person. 

 Ask someone to set up an online bank account or 
prepaid debit card for you like Go2Bank or 
Netspend. 

 Someone who was formerly incarcerated mentioned 
she had success writing to a bank or credit union 
requesting the forms to set up a new bank account 
15 years ago.  She was able to get the completed 
forms notarized and sent them back to the bank.  

https://caresactprisoncase.org/
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The whole process took a couple of months.  I 
cannot confirm if this process will work today due to 
most banks and credit unions require a picture ID to 
set up new accounts. 

 

These are the best instructions I was able to find to file 
for the government stimulus payments.  The process for 
claiming payments is not easy for people who are 
incarcerated and do not have outside support.  Even 
after doing everything required, for unexplainable 

reasons, some people have still not received their 
stimulus payments.   
 

The bitter truth when working with the IRS is some 
people  may find  they  are  out  of luck  receiving  these  
payments.  The IRS is great at finding errors on filed 
taxes when a person needs to pay more taxes, but they 
are not as thorough in making sure people receive the 
refunds they deserve.  I wish you much luck in receiving 
your stimulus payments! 

 

Inmate Phone Provider Amendments PASSED this year!!!  by Molly Prince 
 

Rep. Cheryl Acton (R-West Jordan) has been working 
for the past couple of years toward lowering the costs of 
phone calls for people incarcerated in county jails in 
Utah. She sponsored HB 219 this year, Inmate Phone 
Provider Amendments, which passed through the Utah 
Legislature on March 4 and is awaiting signature from 
Gov. Cox.  Senator Derek Kitchen (D, Salt Lake) teamed 
with her to sponsor the bill.  
  

Inmate telecommunications have been significantly 
higher in cost in Utah jails than the costs for phone calls 
in Utah State Prison or Central Utah Correctional 
Facility.  Each county jail has its own Inmate Calling 
Service (ICS) and vastly different costs for calls, all of 
which are borne by inmates and their families.  Each 
county had its own contract with their ICS company.   
 

Rep. Acton shared in an email that she worked closely 
with the Utah Sheriff’s Association and the Utah 
Association of Counties to bring it all together.  She 
spoke at one of UPAN’s final meetings in 2020 (before 
we had to suspend them due to COVID) expressing her 
desire to pave a way for Utah’s incarcerated to have 
regular contact with their families that is affordable, 
based in her own experience with the importance of 
staying in touch with family members who live far away.  
 

Rep. Acton described this bill, saying “It will cap the cost 
of a phone call from a county jail so that it will not 

exceed 1.25% of the state prison phone call rate, which 
is capped by the FCC (Federal Communications 
Commission).  This should end the predatory phone 
rates at county jails.  It is my hope that it will 
unencumber inmate families, making communication 
with their loved ones more affordable.”   
 

She went on to discuss that many people are in jail for 
addiction issues and she states, “We now know that the  
antidote to addiction is connection.  An FCC study 
showed that inmates who are more connected to their 
families during incarceration are less likely to recidivate.  
Children experience fewer disruptive behaviors and less 
anxiety when they are in more frequent communication 
with incarcerated parents or siblings.”    
 

She shared that she wished the calls could be free, and 
maybe someday they will. It sounds like she will keep 
working on this goal.   
 

UPAN directors and families are very grateful to Rep. 
Acton for all her tireless work on getting this bill passed.  
It is a significant step in leveling the playing field so that 
families can stay connected and incarcerated persons 
can become successful.  This is a milestone to protect 
Utah’s incarcerated from the predatory practices from 3

rd
 

party vendors who profit from the exorbitant fees 
imposed upon Utah inmates.  For specifics, go to 
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0219.html

 

Confusion Is One of Your Worst Enemies and How to Beat It – for Releasing Inmates 
by William Sultzer 

 

This article was found online.  William Sultzer is the founder and director of Psalm 146:7 Prison Ministries, a nonprofit 
Christian outreach which he founded after serving time in prison for drug smuggling.  This article has a lot of good 
information for families as well as individuals who will be releasing someday.  We are re-printing the whole article here. 
 

First off, I write you from experience of having been in 
prison myself, and for 7 years running half-way houses 
for former inmates after they were released.  This 
information is not commonly known, but it is critical for 
you to understand if you are going to be successful on 
the outside. 
 

1. What happens to so many paroles is that they 
experience disappointments--then get discouraged--the 
discouragement leads to confusion--and confusion leads 
to depression. 
 

2. Everyone experiences disappointment after being 
released from prison.  You will experience 
disappointment in yourself, in others, with job inter-
views, from rejection, from unfulfilled expectations, and 
from wanting things to happen faster, to name a few. 
 

3. The Reasons to go slow: People make hundreds and 
hundreds of decisions every day; whether right or wrong, 
they are making them.  But when you're first out of 
prison, you can't do it.  None of us can.  And it has 
nothing to do with being stupid.  While in prison, we only 
get to make about 20 decisions in a day, things like 

https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0219.html
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whether to brush our teeth before or after breakfast!  We 
are simply not used to making decisions yet and it is 
easy to feel overwhelmed and not even know why.  This 
is critically important to remember. 
 

4. If you’re not aware of this decision-making syndrome, 
you can easily get disappointed with yourself and get 
discouraged in a short while, not knowing what is wrong 
with you.  And in actual fact NOTHING is wrong with 
you.  It is common to all ex-offenders.  But if your 
discouragement isn't turned around soon, it leads to 
confusion.  It's not anyone's fault, but family and friends 
expect you to pick up where you left off, making 200+ 
decisions every day.  And it just isn't going to happen 
instantly. 
 

5. So what is the answer?  The Number ONE most 
important thing is to find someone you trust that you can 
talk to as soon as you get out of prison.  As you are 
talking out loud to someone on a daily basis, you start 
answering your own questions and plans are formed 
with the other person's help.  Decisions are made, both 
big and small. 
 

6. Always remember--A PLAN DISSOLVES CON-
FUSION!   You have to keep yourself from becoming 
confused because confusion always comes before 
depression.  Depression will rob you of any motivation.  
You will not even care what happens, but you will 
remember the street drugs that used to make you feel 
better.  But if you take drugs to come out of depression, 
it only creates more confusion, and then maybe even 
parole trouble. 
 

7. Finding someone you can really trust to talk 
everything over with is not easy.  You need to choose 
someone who truly cares.  Someone of the SAME SEX 
who will really listen.  Someone who will not condemn 

you if you say something wrong.  Someone who can 
offer advice without preaching. 
 

This someone will help you make a plan: where/how to 
find a place to live--where to get clothes--how to obtain 
I.D., SS#, Cell phone, job, or SSI.  And if you can get on 
SSI, find a place to volunteer your time.  You need to 
make sure you have no idle time--and little to no TV 
time.  (This means you need to have pro-social activities 
for leisure time – hobbies, social outlets, and 
recreational activities.)  
 

8. And most importantly, give up trying to do it all 
yourself.  STOP trying to pull yourself up with your own 
bootstraps!  Ask for help.  God does not help those who 
help themselves, but He does help those who ask Him.  
YOU JUST HAVE TO ASK HIM!  He is an ever-present 
help in time of need. 
http://thehappyprisoner.org/article.htm  Psalm 146:7 
Prison Ministries, PO Box 7175, Buena Park, CA 90622 
 

FYI: Psalm 146:7 with the preceding and following 
verses to keep verse 7 in context.  King James Version 
(KJV) Psalm 146:6 Which made heaven, and earth, the 
sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for ever: 
146:7 Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: 
which giveth food to the hungry.  The LORD looseth the 
prisoners: 146:8 The LORD openeth the eyes of the 
blind: the LORD raiseth them that are bowed down: the 
LORD loveth the righteous:  
New International Version (NIV) Psalm 146:6 the 
MAKER of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in 
them—the Lord, who remains faithful forever, 146:7 He 
upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to 
the hungry. The Lord sets prisoners free, 146:8 the Lord 
gives sight to the blind, the Lord lifts up those who are 
bowed down, the Lord loves the righteous.  (ED).

 
“The heavy chains of worry are forged in idle hours.” – from a fortune cookie. 

 

"Freeing yourself was one thing, claiming ownership of that freed self was another." Toni Morrison 
 

“Do the thing you think you cannot do.” – Eleanor Roosevelt 
 

Utah Criminal Justice Related Legislation Passed This Session 
By Molly Prince 

 

This year’s legislative session was filled with Criminal 
Justice legislation.  Police reform bills are listed in a 
separate article. The following are many (but not all) of 
the bills passed related to criminal justice issues.  
 

HB 379.  Utah Gov. Spencer Cox signed House Bill 379, 
co-sponsored by Rep. Paul Ray, R-Clearfield, and Sen. 
Daniel Thatcher, R-WVC, into law on March 9th.  This 
law went into effect immediately upon the governor’s 
approval.  It exempts the “deliberative process” of the 
Utah Board of Pardons and Parole from Utah’s Open 
and Public Meetings Act requirements. 
 

In advocating for his bill before Utah’s Senate, Sen. 
Thatcher stated that the Board of Pardons and Parole “is 
one of the most important parts of our criminal justice 
process, and they need to be able to do their jobs.” 
“While all of their official actions, obviously, are subject 
to public disclosure, they need to have a process by 
which they can deliberate things which are sensitive or 
should not otherwise be disclosed,” he said. “And this bill 
allows that.” 
 

According to Conner Richards’ article in the Daily Harold 
on 3-9-2021, the bill defines the deliberative process as 
“the board or any number of the board’s individual 

http://thehappyprisoner.org/article.htm
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members together engaging in discussions, whether 
written or verbal, regarding a parole, a pardon, a 
commutation, termination of sentence, or fines, fees, or 
restitution in an individual case.” This law also includes 
in the deliberative process definition, “the votes, mental 
processes, written notes, and recommendations of 
individual board members and staff.” 
 

The Daily Harold article further reports that HB 379 does 
not apply to a parole hearing where the offender is 
present, recommendations regarding the offender’s 
incarcerations or supervision, testimony received by the 
board or “any factual record the board is considering, 
including records of the offender’s criminal convictions, 
records regarding the offender’s current or previous 
incarceration and supervision, and records regarding the 
offender’s physical or mental health.” 
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0379.html  
 

SB 124.  Parole Amendments.  Sen. Mike McKell, R-
Spanish Fork, and Rep. Jefferson S. Burton R-Salem, 
sponsored SB 124 which prohibits a person convicted of 
homicide from being released on parole unless they 
cooperate with law enforcement in the recovery of the 
victim’s remains.  This bill passed and was signed into 
law.  It should be noted that this bill amends the law that 
provides guidelines on how the Board of Pardons and 
Parole makes decisions.  Please see separate article 
about this law, Utah Code 77-27-9.  
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0124.html  
 

HB 100 Post-Conviction Remedies Act Amendments 
sponsored by Rep. Brady Brammer, R-Pleasant Grove, 
support by Sen. Todd Weiler, R-WoodsCross.  This bill:  

1) adds a lower standard for a petitioner to show 
prejudice when a prosecutor knowingly failed to correct 
false testimony; 
2) amends the grounds upon which a petitioner is not 
eligible for post-conviction relief;  
3) provides that post-conviction remedies petitions 
based on factual innocence or requesting DNA testing 
are not subject to procedural or time bars;  
4) modifies the factors that a judge may consider when 
determining whether to appoint pro bono counsel. 
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0100.html  

 

HB 158 Juvenile Interrogation Amendments was 
introduced by Rep. Marsha Judkins and Sen. Daniel 
Thatcher.  This bill addresses the interrogation of minors 
who are in custody for an offense.  It requires officers to 

tell in-custody minors their rights before questioning 
them.  These rights, which can be waived, include the 
right to have a parent or guardian present during ques-
tioning.  It provides the requirements and exceptions to 
interrogating a child who is in custody and subject to 
interrogation. This bill also defines "friendly adult."  It 
clarifies a minor’s waiver to the right to counsel for court  
proceedings and makes other technical changes  
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0158.html  
 

HB 220, Pretrial Detention (BAIL) Amendments, 
introduced by Rep. Mike Shultz R- Weber County, and 
supported by Sen. Kirk Cullimore, R-Salt Lake County, 
repeals most of 2020’s recently implemented bail reform 
law that instructs judges to impose the “least restrictive 
reasonable available conditions” for release to the 
community while awaiting trial.  The original bill allowed 
the release of pretrial suspects who are assessed to be 
a low risk of fleeing prosecution and are only in jail  
 

because they cannot afford bail.  Specifically, it removes 
the requirement that a person who is eligible for pretrial 
release be released “under the least restrictive, reason- 
ably available conditions to ensure the appearance of 
the person and the safety of the public; removes the 
specific list of additional pretrial release conditions that 
may be ordered by the court; alters procedures for 
pretrial detention hearings; changes the time allowance 
for bail forfeiture.”  It also modifies reporting 
requirements related to persons released from law 
enforcement custody on various conditions. 
 

Many criminal justice reform groups and multiple public 
defenders and county prosecutors, including Utah 
County Attorney David Leavitt, criticized the bill.  It will 
hurt low-income Utahns. 
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0220.html  
 

SB 38 K-9 Policy Requirements was sponsored by 
Sen. Daniel Thatcher and Rep Candice Pierucci.  This 
bill amends the liability provision for dog bites relating to 
law enforcement activities to require certification of dogs 
and handlers, a written policy on the use of dogs, and 
compliance with the policy.  It provides for some 
protection to the officer / agency from liability when a 
dog is being used in the line of duty.  It also enacts the 
Law Enforcement Canine Team Certification Act, to 
require certification and training of dogs and handlers. 
More Info  at: 
 https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0038.html

 

2021 Police Reform Legislation that Passed in Utah  by Molly Prince 
 

The many criminal justice related bills introduced this 
year included 65 police reform bills, of which only 9 
passed.   
 

HB 62. Post Certification Amendments was 
sponsored by Rep Andrew Stoddard, D-Midvale, and 
Sen. Luz Escamilla, D-Salt Lake County.  This bill 
modifies an existing law and adds additional grounds for 

taking action in relation to peace officer misconduct.  
The following is wording taken directly form the law:    
53-6-211. Suspension or revocation of certification -- 
Right to a hearing -- Grounds -- Notice to employer -- 
Reporting -- Judicial appeal. 
(1) The council has the authority to issue a Letter of 
Caution, or suspend or revoke the certification of a 
peace officer, if the peace officer: 

https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0379.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0124.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0100.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0158.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0220.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0038.html
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   (a) willfully falsifies any information to obtain certify-
cation; 
   (b) has any physical or mental disability affecting the 
peace officer's ability to perform one’s duties; 
   (c) is addicted to alcohol or any controlled substance, 
unless the peace officer reports the addiction to the 
employer and to the director as part of a departmental 
early intervention process; 
   (d) engages in conduct constituting a state or 
federal criminal offense, but not including a traffic 
offense that is a class C misdemeanor or infraction; 
   (e) refuses to respond, or fails to respond truthfully, to 
questions after having been issued a warning issued 
based on Garrity v. New Jersey, 385 U.S. 493 (1967); 
   (f) engages in sexual conduct while on duty; [or] 
   (g) is certified as a law enforcement peace officer, as 
defined in Section 53-13-102, and is unable to possess a 
firearm under state or federal law[.]; 
   (h) is found by a court or by a law enforcement agency 
to have knowingly engaged in conduct that involves 
dishonesty or deception in violation of a policy of the 
peace officer's employer or in violation of a state or 
federal law; or  
   (i) is found by a court or by a law enforcement agency 
to have knowingly engaged in biased or prejudicial 
conduct against one or more individuals based on the 
individual's race, color, sex, pregnancy, age, religion, 
national origin, disability, sexual orientation, or gender 
identity. 
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0062.html  
 

HB 84 Use of Force Reporting Requirements, co-
sponsored by Rep. Angela Romero, D-Salt Lake City, 
and Sen. Jacob Anderegg, R-Lehi, states that local law 
enforcement agencies must submit “statistics concerning 
the use of force by law enforcement officers in 
accordance with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 
standards.”   
 

According to the Standard Examiner article by Conner 
Richards on 3-5-21, “All this bill does is it requires law 
enforcement agencies to submit data on use-of-force to 
the Bureau of Criminal Identification and follow FBI 
standards,” Romero told the Senate Judiciary, Law 
Enforcement and Criminal Justice Committee on Feb. 
23.  The bill still needs to be signed into law by the 
governor to take effect. 
 https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0084.html  
 

HB 162 Peace Officer Training Amendments.  In 
February, Utah lawmakers passed HB 162 sponsored by 
Rep. Romero and co-sponsored by Sen. Luz Escamilla.  
This bill requires a peace officer's annual training to 
include training on: 1) mental health and other crisis 
intervention responses; 2) arrest control; and de-
escalation training.  It further provides that each law 
enforcement agency or department shall set standards 
for training to be approved by the director or designee; 
and requires annual reporting of the hours to the 
division. 
 

According to the Standard Examiner March 5
th
 article, 

Sen. Anderegg testified to the necessity of the additional 
training to be included in peace officer training and 
continuing education.  He is quoted as saying the bill 
“puts forth annual reporting requirements so that we can 
have that data and assess our effectiveness with a lot of 
the pieces of legislation, like POST (Peace Officer 
Standards and Training) training and all of the other stuff 
that we have been doing this session… Let’s keep our 
finger on the pulse of things.”  The Senate passed H.B. 
84 on an 18-6 vote March 5.  The House had 
unanimously approved the bill on Feb. 8. 
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0162.html  
 

HB 237 Lethal Force Amendments was sponsored by 
Rep. Jennifer Dailey-Provost, D- SLC, and Sen. Evan J. 
Vickers.  This bill prohibits police officers from using 
deadly force against a person who is threatening only 
themselves (as in being suicidal) and not posing a threat 
to others.  It was approved by the Senate on March 5 
with a 16-11 vote. The bill was approved by the House 
on Feb. 23 with a 54-16 vote.  
 https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0237.html  
 

HB 264 Law Enforcement Weapons Use 
Amendments, sponsored by Rep. Angela Romero, D-
SLC and Sen. Todd Weiler, R-Woods Cross, requires 
law enforcement officers to file a report after pointing a 
firearm or Taser at a person. This bill requires a law 
enforcement officer to file a report within 48 hours after 
pointing a firearm or a conductive energy device (such 
as a Taser) at an individual.  It defines the terms and 
provides the procedures for the officer to submit the 
report.  It further requires supervisor review of the report. 
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0264.html  
 

HB 290 Probation & Parole Amendments passed.  
These amendments were sponsored by Rep. Kevin 
Stratton, R-SLC, and Sen. Todd Weiler, R-Woods Cross.  
It modifies a law that is already in place.  The following 
text is added in this amendment to ensure that 
community supervision by Adult Probation & Parole 
includes “appropriate, evidence-based probation and 
parole supervision policies and services that assist 
individuals in successfully completing supervision and 
reduce incarceration rates from community supervision 
programs while ensuring public safety, including: 

1) treatment and intervention completion 
determinations based on individualized case action 
plans; 

2) measured and consistent processes for addressing 
violations of conditions of supervision; 

3) processes that include using positive reinforce-
ment to recognize an individual's progress in 
supervision; 

4) engaging with social services agencies and other 
stakeholders who provide services that meet 
offender needs; and 

5) identifying community violations that may not 
warrant revocation of probation or parole. 

The entire law can be read at  

https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0062.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0084.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0162.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0237.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0264.html
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https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0290.html  
 

HB 301 Domestic Violence Training Amendments, 
Chief Sponsor: Rep Candice B. Pierucci R-So. Jordan 
and Senate Sponsor: Lincoln Fillmore, R-So. Jordan.  
This bill reads as follows: 
78B-7-120. Law enforcement -- Training -- Domestic 
violence – Lethality assessments. 

(1) The Department of Public Safety shall develop 
training domestic violence responses and lethality 
assessment protocols, which include the following:           

(a) recognizing the symptoms of domestic violence 
and trauma;  
(b) an evidence-based assessment to identify victims 
of domestic violence who may be at a high risk of 
being killed by a perpetrator; 
(c) lethality assessment protocols and interviewing 
techniques, including indicators of strangulation; 
(d) responding to the needs and concerns of a victim 
of   domestic violence; 
(e) delivering services to victims of domestic violence 
in a compassionate, sensitive, and professional 
manner; and 
(f) understanding cultural perceptions and common 
myths of domestic violence. 

 

(2) The department shall develop and offer an 
online training course in domestic violence issues 
to all certified law enforcement officers in the state. 
 

(3) Training in domestic violence issues shall be 
incorporated into training offered by the Peace 
Officer Standards and Training division to all persons 
seeking certification as a peace officer. 
 

(4) The department shall develop specific training 
curriculums that meet the requirements of this section, 
including: 

(a) response to domestic violence incidents, including 
trauma-informed and victim-centered interview 
techniques; 
(b) lethality assessment protocols which have been 
demonstrated to minimize retraumatizing victims; and 
(c) standards for report writing. 

   

(5) The Department of Public Safety, in partnership 
with the Division of Child and Family Services and the 
Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice, shall 
work to identify aggregate domestic violence data to 
include: a) lethality assessments; b) the prevalence of 
stalking; c) strangulation; d) violence in the presence of 
children; and e) threats of suicide or homicide. 
 

(6) The Department of Public Safety, with support from 
the Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice and 
the Division of Child and Family Services shall provide 
recommendations to the Law Enforcement and 
Criminal Justice Interim Committee not later than July 
31 of each year and in the commission's annual report 
required by Section 73 63M-7-205.  
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0301.html 

 

SB 13 Law Enforcement Internal Investigation 
Requirements was sponsored by Sen. Jani Iwamoto, D-
SLC and Rep. Ryan D. Wilcox, R-Oden.  This bill 
increases transparency requirements for reporting for 
internal investigations of law enforcement officers.  This 
bill adjusts requirements for law enforcement agencies 
to conduct internal investigations regarding law 
enforcement officers.  It requires an employing law 
enforcement agency or training academy to provide 
information to a prospective employer upon request.  It 
requires law enforcement agencies to report certain 
investigations to POST.  It further adds that “If a peace 
officer's employment terminates during an open internal 
investigation regarding that peace officer and involving 
an alleged violation of Subsection 53-6-211(1), the 
employing agency shall notify the division of the 
investigation within 30 days of the peace officer's 
termination date and provide a reasonable estimated 
date of completion for the investigation.” 
 

Also, “If an employing agency receives credible 
allegations and opens an internal investigation within two 
years after a peace officer's employment has been 
terminated, the employing agency shall notify the 
division within 30 days of the date of the opening of the 
investigation and provide a reasonable estimated date of 
completion for the investigation.  If the allegations 
involve alleged violations of Subsection 53-6-211(1), the 
agency shall report the allegations to the division 
whether or not the employing agency opens an internal 
investigation.” 
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0013.html   
 

SB 51 Group Gang Enhancement Amendments, 
introduced by Sen. Daniel Thatcher, R-WVC, and 
supported by Rep. Stephanie Pitcher, D-SLC.  This bill 
modifies the sentencing enhancements and applicable 
offenses for certain crimes committed in concert with 
multiple people or on behalf of criminal street gangs. 
SB 51 increases the number of additional people 
necessary for an offense to be enhanced under certain 
circumstances; modifies the offenses subject to 
enhancement under this section; and modifies potential 
enhancements for certain offenses under this section.  It 
is waiting for the governor’s signature at this time.  There 
are quite a few changes in language throughout the bill 
and to gain a full understanding of it please refer to it at 
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0051.html  
 

SB 106 Use of Force Amendments, introduced by Sen. 
Daniel Thatcher R-West Valley City and Rep. Sandra 
Hollins, R-Salt Lake, requires the state’s police 
certification agency to establish statewide minimum use 
of force standards.  It states that “The council shall 
advise the director regarding the approval, certification, 
or revocation of certification of any certified academy 
established in the state.”  It will identify the minimum 
courses of study, attendance requirements, and the 
equipment and facilities to be required at a certified 
academy.  It will set minimum qualifications for 
instructors at a certified academy.  It will determine the 

https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0290.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/HB0301.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0013.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0051.html
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minimum basic training requirements that peace officers 
shall complete before receiving certification.  It will set 
the minimum basic training requirements that 
dispatchers shall complete before receiving certification 
and categories or classifications of advanced in-service 
training programs and minimum courses of study and 
attendance requirements for the categories or 
classifications.  
 

The council will recommend that studies, surveys, or 
reports, or all of them be made by the director 
concerning the implementation of the objectives and 
purposes of this chapter.  It provides for the director to 
make reports to the governor “from time to time.”  
 

The bill also allows for the police certification agency to 
choose from the sanctions to be imposed against 
certified peace officers and dispatchers that are possible 
under law.  Finally it provides that the certification 
agency will establish minimum use of force standards for 

all peace officers in the state and annually review and 
update the standards based on the most current 
information and best practices.  It requires mandatory 
compliance with minimum use of force standards by all 
peace officers and the agencies that employ them. 
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0106.html  
 

SB 159 Law Enforcement Data Management 
Requirements was sponsored by Sen. Jacob Anderegg, 
R-,Lehi, and Rep Paul Rey, R-Clearfield, to require the 
Utah Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice  
(CCJJ) to assemble a panel of professionals and experts 
to study and make recommendations  
 

regarding the collection and management of public 
safety data throughout the state.  It also requires the 
Utah CCJJ to report on the panel's findings and 
recommendations to the Law Enforcement and Criminal 
Justice Interim Committee of the Utah Legislature. 
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0159.html

 
Internet Link to Police Reform Scorecard  https://www.acluutah.org/images/pdfs-doc/21-LWV-PoliceReform-
Scorecard.pdf      (Ve-e-r-r-y-y  In-ter-rest-tink!!  Ed.) 
 

Beginning in May - Prison Intakes Limited to Wednesdays 
from the UDC website 

 

Starting May 20, prison intakes will be limited to Wednesdays.  These will include intakes from all county jails and from 
Adult Probation & Parole.  In direct consultation with local health officials, it was decided that these individuals will be in a 
cohort together for two weeks, and will each be tested for COVID-19 within 24-48 hours of arrival.  Those who decline to 
be tested will be placed in a designated, separate area for two weeks.  Please note that this increase in testing each week 
will reflect a spike in the overall number of inmates tested at the Utah State Prison in Draper and possibly a marginal 
increase at the Central Utah Correctional Facility in Gunnison. 
 

A Couple of Smiles and Maybe a Laugh 
 

I finally found out what WTF means, “Wow! That’s Fantastic!” ~ I want to grow my own food but I can’t find any bacon 
seeds! ~ What happens if you get scared half to death TWICE?! ~ I haven’t tried yoga yet, but I’ve tried bending over to 
pick up my keys, so I’m pretty sure I’d hate yoga ~ If I have a dairy near Los Angeles, will I make a lot of MOOLA? 
 

A special quotation for all the women in Timpanogos, as well as women everywhere: "I am not free while any woman is 
unfree, even when her shackles are very different from my own." Audre Lorde   Ladies in Timp, with all you have to 
put up with, and the smooth, tolerant way you handle it, you are really cool, and we love all of you.  Ed. & UPAN 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Utah Prisoner Advocate Network. 
 
Director, Co-Founder & Treasurer: Molly Prince 
Director of Communications: Shane Severson  
Director of Sex Offense Policy Issues: Faye Jenkins  
Director of Women’s Issues: Gaylene Dawes 
Director, Medical/Mental Health Issues: Wendy Parmley 
Director, Board of Pardons Issues: Ernie Rogers 
Director, Newsletter Editor: Warren Rosenbaum 
UPAN Volunteer Coordinator: An Bradshaw 
Inmate Newsletter Volunteer Coord; Deon Corkins 

 
 
     Our Contact Information: 
Utah Prisoner Advocate Network 
P. O. Box 464, Draper, UT 84020  
Website: UtahPrisonerAdvocate.org    
Email:  Utahprisoneradvocate@gmail.com  
Facebook:  Facebook.com/UtahPrisoner 

Holiday Card Program Coordinator: Audrae Rogers 
  

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”  Margaret Mead 

 

https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0106.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SB0159.html
https://www.acluutah.org/images/pdfs-doc/21-LWV-PoliceReform-Scorecard.pdf
https://www.acluutah.org/images/pdfs-doc/21-LWV-PoliceReform-Scorecard.pdf
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