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“Empowerment and Growth Through Knowledge and Unity” 

  

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Christmas Cards – S O Movie Info – STG Update 

NEXT UPAN MEETING: Monday, January 13th, 2019   Time: 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Location: SLC Downtown Library  Address: 210 East 400 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84111 

Topic: Screening of the documentary film UNTOUCHABLE, produced by David Fiege.   
Summary: When the most powerful lobbyist in Florida discovers that the nanny has sexually 
abused his daughter, he harnesses his extraordinary political power to pass the toughest sex 
offender laws in the nation.  UNTOUCHABLE chronicles his crusade, and its impact on the lives 
of several of the 800,000 people forced to live under the kinds of laws he has championed.  The 
film interweaves intimate portraits of men and women who have been branded sex offenders with 
the heartbreaking stories of those who have suffered sexual abuse.   
 
The film pushes viewers toward an uncomfortable place, requiring them to walk in the shoes of 
those who have suffered and survived sexual abuse, but also to bear witness to the experiences 
of those who are reviled by most of the public.  Free and open to the public. 

 

 February UPAN Meeting: Monday, February 10th, 2020   6:30 – 8:30 p.m.   
 LOCATION: Kafeneio Coffee House   258 West  3300 South, SLC   

Topic:  The UDC Re-Entry Team will be presenting to UPAN on the Re-Entry program’s continued 
evolution.  
 

All UPAN Meetings are free and open to the public. 
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Disclaimer: Formulate your own opinions about the information presented. 
This information is presented for the reader’s enlightenment and evaluation. 

 

http://utahprisoneradvocate.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c10b610f53064099e317032f9&id=e04940058
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         1st Place – Religious     2nd Place – Traditional (Tri-fold Card)

 
 

“Nativity” – Ronald Beck 
 
 

1st Place – Traditional 

 
 

“Cabin Snow Scene” – Nicholas Blunt 
 

1st Place – Contemporary 

  
 

 “Christmas Letter to Mom” – Troy Bragg   “Happy Snowman Family” – Marco Garcia 
 

What do Santa's little helpers learn at school?  The elf-abet!   --  Why does Santa have three gardens? 
So he can 'ho ho ho'!   --   What goes "Oh, Oh, Oh"?  Santa walking backwards! 
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              1st Place – Abstract            2nd Place – Contemporary

 
 

“Joy” (spelled in light string) – Taecia Prows 

 
 

“Santa with Toys” – Samuel Vanisi

 
 

2nd Place - Religious 

 

“Scenes in the Life of Jesus” – William Butcher
 

What is the best Christmas present in the world?  A broken drum, you just can't beat it! 
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Festival of Trees – 2019 

 
“Toy Story" Display – From Timpanogos women’s facility at USP, Draper 

 

Following Up on the STG Reintegration Concerns   
by Molly Prince 

 

Since publishing the November article written by family 
members who had concerns about the implementation of 
the new STG schedule for the purpose of reintegration of 
gang affiliated inmates into general population, a lot has 
happened.  UPAN directors and others received 
accounts of a situation that occurred on November 6 in 
CUCF.  This was the result of four inmates from two rival 
gangs being let out on the same rec and assaulting each 
other.   
 

It ended with a flash grenade being deployed.  A digital 
news segment about this was created by Channel 4 
news, but was shown only on their website and not on 
the television news.  UPAN has continued to receive 

emails and letters of concern and fear of safety from 
both family members and incarcerated persons.   
 

We have contacted UDC Director Mike Haddon about 
these concerns and have a meeting scheduled with him 
for December 23, 2019 to learn more about the plans to 
move forward, the rationale for the approach that is 
being taken for reintegration of individuals involved or 
affiliated with various gangs.  We also are hoping to 
learn what education about this process that all inmates 
have received in preparation for this process.  Director 
Haddon has invited UPAN directors to discuss our ideas 
at this meeting as well.  We will follow up and keep you 
informed.

 

UPAN’s Shane Severson and Molly Prince on KRCL’s RadioActive Program 
with Salt Lake District Attorney Sim Gil on December 9, 2019 

by Molly Prince 
 

KRCL’s Lara Jones, host and producer of KRCL’s 
RadioActive show, invited UPAN’s directors Molly Prince 
and Shane Severson to the December 9th broadcast. 
Salt Lake County District Attorney Sim Gill and 
communications manager of Salt Lake County’s DA 
office, Ben Haynes, were also featured on the show.  Mr. 
Gill is a regular on the show but this was the first time 
UPAN has been invited to participate. 
 

A good pre-show discussion between Shane, Molly, 
Mr. Gill and Mr. Haynes resulted in building relationships 
for future discussion of a variety of issues relevant to 
Utah’s criminal justice system.  We were able to share 
several concerns UPAN families have about the use of 
county jails throughout Utah to house long term state 
inmates.  Also, the overall challenges for incarcerated 
persons and their families to remain in contact in county  
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jails when thwarted by the high cost of phone calls and 
video visits, which are often the only visiting options 
offered by Utah’s jails.   
 

We discussed the inability to have in-person contact or 
barrier visits in county jails, despite the research which 
shows that contact visits have proven to be positive 
incentives for inmates to comply with jail rules and not 
be a management problem.  Research has also 
determined that human touch between inmates and 
loved ones via hand holding or hugs reduces anxiety, 
depression, and increases ability to manage strong 
emotion, including anger.  Gill and Haynes were 
provided with recent issues of UPAN newsletters and a 
list of concerns UPAN has about county jails, including 
problems encountered by state inmates and their 
families who are caught up in Utah’s Inmate Placement 
Program (IPP).  Finally, we provided them a list of the 
medical co-pay charges for inmates in Utah’s prisons so 
the DA’s office is aware that medical care can be 
extremely expensive for inmates.   
 

We described UPAN’s purpose, goals and some of the 
history of UPAN’s development over the past six years.  
We were also able to share a few examples of the 
various challenges and burdens to families of Utah’s 
inmates in our prisons and jails and briefly address the 
need for access to quality treatment programs and 
educational classes in all county jails throughout the 
state if there is to be rehabilitation.  Sim Gill 
complimented UPAN on air as doing “fantastic work.” 
 

A commitment to visit and tour jails and prisons in 
Utah by DA Gill and his office was also a topic of the 
pre-show discussion we had with him and a main focus 
of the RadioActive program.  A press release dated 
November 26, 2019 from Salt Lake County outlines the 
commitment (see page 7 of this newsletter for details).  
Mr. Gill took his executive team through the Salt Lake 
County Jail in early December and learned how inmates 
are processed through intake.  They realized that the 
nurses in SL County Jail do not have access to 
information about prescription data for inmates coming 
in.  He discussed some other ideas they had about how 
to reduce the use of jail for non-violent offenders.  He 
shared there were a lot of ideas that came out of this first 
meeting with jail staff about how to improve the process 
and conditions.  
 

As Mr. Gill described his commitment to helping his 
entire staff of approximately 100 prosecutors in Salt 
Lake County to visit Utah’s prisons and jails, we were 
also able to share with the listening audience the 
challenges and problems inherent in placing state 
inmates in county jails throughout the state.  We at 
UPAN are hoping that Gill will have his staff tour both 
prisons (Draper and CUCF) as well as all 21 of the 26 
county jails in Utah that contract with the prison to house 
state inmates, many prosecuted in S L County. Sim Gill 
cited the fact that 95% of incarcerated individuals will be 
reintegrated into our society and that we need to start 

planning for re-entry when someone goes into a facility 
and plan education goals, socialization goals, and skills 
classes.   
 

Molly discussed the stressful culture of incarceration on 
inmates.  She also addressed the challenges of the shift 
from a prison culture to community for an individual 
needing the skills and resources to support making 
healthy decisions once they have released.  She 
discussed the need for treatment and healing. Most 
people who enter prison have traumatic histories.  
Imagine what it would be like if the incarceration period 
offered therapeutic support and skills they need to learn 
in order to facilitate that healing process.  As it stands, 
prison stays compound the trauma and maladaptive 
coping skills people have used in the past.  There is 
usually more trauma inflicted in prison, and not every 
prisoner undergoes therapy, education or psycho-
educational skills courses to help them learn to heal and 
move forward.  Molly also spoke about the trauma 
families in the community go through on their prison 
journeys when loved ones are incarcerated.  Co-host 
Billy Palmer discussed that when we take a person out 
of society and “put them in a cage”, take them out of the 
community into custody, it is an act of violence.  “It is 
traumatic to the body, to the brain.”  As a society we 
must be responsible about that when we take a person 
into custody and place them in prison.  
 

Gill stressed repeatedly, “What is our responsibility once 
we take ownership of that person?“ We say we are 
taking responsibility to empower them or treat them so 
someday they can reintegrate into society.  “But 
systemically we must examine why we are sending 
people to prison.”  He talked about institutional barriers – 
including what is the level of programming we will make 
available and the lack of funding needed at that level in 
order for it to be effective.  
 

Sim Gill agrees with UPAN that there are institutional 
barriers to successful rehabilitation and contact between 
inmates and families.  He talked about how human 
contact is vital for human well-being and rehabilitation.  
He recognizes it is a critical part of the rehabilitative 
process.  But we have people who use phones who are 
being charged extremely high prices and society has 
created barriers and sub-industries who take money 
from families who are already at a disadvantage just by 
having a loved one incarcerated.   
 

It is a system approach that must be re-examined.  He 
discussed looking into Norwegian methodology that 
does not have the emotional and collateral costs to 
families.  He suggests examining research-based 
approaches and methodologies of other countries’ 
correctional systems and consider using them to better 
achieve the results we want in Utah and our country. 
 

Molly was asked to describe what happens with IPP.  
She shared that when UDC chooses to send an 
individual to a county jail, that person faces a variety of 
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challenges each time they find themselves moved 
between prison and between jails because every jail is 
under its own jurisdiction and there is not consistency 
between Utah’s various jails regarding anything.  This 
includes property matrices, medical care, visiting 
methods and costs, communication methods with the 
outside world and the associated costs, recreational, 
educational, employment, or treatment opportunities.   
 
She discussed a wide variety of problems with housing 
state inmates in county jails.  When UDC sends inmates 
across the state, there are costs for families to visit.  She 
discussed that the burden of keeping a loved one in 
prison is on the family and mostly borne by women who 
are already struggling to raise families.  Many of UPAN 
families are elderly and on fixed incomes, do not have 
the internet and cannot afford to send emails to their 
loved ones in jails.  She also discussed how contact 
visits are vital for long term inmates.  
  
A caller to the show suggested we need more than 
“halfway houses” to help the formerly incarcerated adjust 
and transition back into society.  Shane spoke to the 
need for more transitional programs upon re-entry to  

support and provide resources to assist people in a 
healthy, productive, and successful reintegration for 
rebuilding  their lives in the community.  
 

This led to Molly being asked questions about the parole 
and probation restrictions for individuals with sexual 
offenses. She shared a brief summary of the Group A 
conditions added to the supervision requirements of 
someone who has offended sexually.  
 

Overall, this episode of RadioActive was packed with 
valuable information and ideas shared between UPAN 
and the Salt Lake District Attorney.  Co-hosts Lara Jones 
and Billy Palmer were well informed, asking a variety of 
relevant questions and giving meaningful commentary.  
We are grateful for the opportunity to share with listeners 
and build bridges with KRCL and the DA’s office.   
 

Host Lara Jones shared a closing quote by St. Thomas 
Aquinas, later looked up by Molly.  St. Thomas Aquinas 
said that mercy "does not destroy justice but is a certain 
kind of fulfillment of justice."  "Mercy without justice is the 
mother of dissolution,"** whereas "justice without mercy 
is cruelty."   **Breaking up into parts – disintegration.

 

Salt Lake County Attorney Sim Gill’s Pledge for SL County Prosecutors  
to Visit Local Correctional Facilities 

Taken directly from press release dated November 26, 2019 from Sim Gill, District Attorney 
 

Salt Lake County District Attorney Sim Gill joined 38 
elected prosecutors form across the country and 
committed to personally visit the correctional facilities in 
which individuals prosecuted by their office are placed.  
Recognizing that “it is vital for prosecutors to understand 
the true impact of their decisions and to see firsthand the 
jails, prisons and juvenile facilities in their jurisdiction “ 
these elected leaders also committed to implementing 
requirements for all prosecutors in their offices to visit 
these facilities and  to incorporate this concept into 
ongoing job expectations.   
 

“As prosecutors, one of the consequences of our 
decision-making is that some individuals who are 
arrested or convicted, and deemed a risk to public 
safety, spend time in jails or prisons,” said Salt Lake DA 
Sim Gill.  “That loss of liberty impacts not just the 
incarcerated person but also that person’s family and 
friends and community.  These visits will be an important 
reminder of the care and humility with which each 
prosecution should be undertaken and each sentence 
pursued.”  
 

Despite the fact that prosecutors have immense 
influence over who becomes incarcerated and for how 
long, many have never set foot inside a prison, jail, or 
juvenile correctional facility. As more prosecutors 
implement reforms to shrink the footprint of the justice 
system, it is critical to develop a deep understanding of 
correctional facilities – including an understanding of 
how isolated, dehumanizing and unsafe conditions can 

impact an individual’s rehabilitation efforts, and in turn 
the safety of the communities to which they return. 
“Prosecutors control the front door of the justice system 
through their charging decisions – and what follows in 
the lives of individuals in their community when that door 
is opened,” says Miriam Krinsky Executive Director of 
Fair and Just Prosecution  
https://fairandjustprosecution.org/ .  “As such, they have 
an obligation to see and understand the conditions in the 
jails and prisons where their advocacy sends people, as 
well as the impact of those decisions on the individuals 
incarcerated within their walls, their families and the 
broader community.  Today’s pledge, joined in by a wide 
swath of prosecutors from around the country, seeks to 
embed in the culture of the DAs’ offices the recognition 
that decisions to incarcerate someone should never be 
taken lightly.  We hope that by bringing prosecutors 
closer to those impacted by their actions, they will have 
a new perspective as they weigh the decision to 
incarcerate against other options that will keep 
individuals in community settings.”   
 

The pledge will be implemented by the Salt Lake County 
District Attorney’s Office over the coming year, during 
which time Sim Gill as well as prosecutors in our office, 
will complete visits to their local prison, jail and juvenile 
facilities and implement ongoing requirements for staff.  
This is a build-out of the initiative launched by FAMM as 
part of the Visit A Prison challenge 
https://famm.org/visitaprison/, an effort to encourage 
elected policy leaders throughout all levels of 
government to personally visit correctional facilities. The 

https://fairandjustprosecution.org/
https://famm.org/visitaprison/
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entire commitment – titled BUILDING EMPATHY 
THROUGH EXPERIENCE, Elected Prosecutors’ Pledge 
to Facilitate Officewide Prison, Jail and Juvenile Facility 

Visits – including a list of all prosecutors nationwide who 
have committed their offices to the pledge can be found 

 

https://fairandjustprosecution.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Building-Empathy-through-Experience-Visit-a-Prison-
Pledge-FINAL-11.20.19.pdf   
 

"The degree of civilization in a society can be judged by entering its prisons." - Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
 

Year-end Recognition of UPAN’s Directors, Coordinators & Volunteers 
by Molly Prince 

 

As I sit down to write a summary of UPAN’s 2019 for this 
last newsletter of the year, I struggle to put things in 
order and perspective.  UPAN has grown so much and 
we have a core of wonderful people who are finding the 
area they are passionate about regarding the prison 
system or criminal justice issues.  This core is 
overworked and non-paid.  Rather than list UPAN’s 
accomplishments for 2019, I will give credit where credit 
is due for the backbone of UPAN – its Directors, 
Coordinators, and dedicated Volunteers. 
 
UPAN continues to be all volunteer with no paid 
positions and no central office to store the piles of letters 
and paperwork we accumulate.  Each volunteer stores 
his or her own correspondence and paperwork related to 
what they are working on.  UPAN continues to need 
someone to take on the role of fundraising and grant 
writing in an organized manner so we can some-day 
have a budget and know how to create a goal of having 
a central office for volunteers to come help in.  As it 
stands, we continue to do the far reaching and often very 
difficult work of UPAN from our laptops at home and at 
work, between shifts, between family responsibilities and 
caring for and supporting our own loved ones involved in 
the criminal justice system.  
 

Shane Severson continued this year as our Director of 
Communications, which is a huge job.  It is like a public 
information officer fielding and answering hundreds of 
questions from families, media, and the public - plus a 
media expert, - plus website designer, - plus technology 
guru to help the rest of us not skilled in using social 
media and sophisticated email and communication 
programs fumble through doing our part.  In addition, he 
hauls in hundreds of pounds of equipment and sets up 
video and audio streams at each month’s UPAN meeting 
PLUS other criminal justice events in the community to 
stream them live on UPAN’s Facebook.  This keeps our 
families  and CJ Reform partners throughout the state 
and country informed.  Shane continues to need 
volunteers to support him in his work - someone who is 
familiar with social media, email, website design and 
updating and other internet tech specialties to back him 
up and take some of the burden off of him.  
 

Warren Rosenbaum continued as our Newsletter 
Editor, working closely with Molly to select, author, and 
edit a variety of articles and put together information 
packed newsletters each month to go out to over 1100 

email addresses plus about 1500 inmates.  Recipients of 
UPANs newsletter continue to be families and friends of 
incarcerated, Utah legislators, Utah officials in the 
Governor’s office and various other agencies, UDC 
administrators, several county jail administrators, non-
profits involved in criminal justice and prison issues in 
Utah (ACLU, DLC, UPEP, SLCC, PrisonEd, Human 
Justice Foundation, Fresh Start Ventures, Utah Justice 
Coalition), and many others.  His expertise at packing 
over 8000 words into a 10-page newsletter is amazing!  
[New record, 8815 words in Nov. Ed.]  We seem to 
always have more articles than space – which is why 
sometimes the articles about a meeting do not get 
published until the following month.  Because we are all 
volunteer and have other commitments, sometimes the 
newsletter can be “put to bed” early in the month and 
other months we are getting the final version emailed out 
in the middle of the night the last weekend of the month.   
 

In 2019 Warren also created and sponsored the UPAN 
Writing Exercise that closed July 1

st
.  He read each entry 

more than once.  Running behind his goal of mailing 
Certificates of Achievement in October, most were 
mailed in November.  IPP participant’s special mailing 
requirements were completed in December. He is 
passionate about writing and with the Certificates, went 
above and beyond, sending two writing lessons with 
examples to entrants.  He included some ideas and 
encouragement in the Jan thru June UPAN newsletters.  
 

Britnee Webb has taken on the position of Director of 
Women’s Issues.  Britnee is the Utah representative for 
the national organization #cut50 which sponsors a 
national Day of Empathy. She has organized that event 
for Utah for three years now.  She will join the Women’s 
March this year as well.  She is in touch with a variety of 
national figures involved in criminal justice reform on a 
national level including Van Jones.  Her loved one was 
incarcerated in a federal prison and she is learning about 
Utah’s state prison system and how things work in the 
Timpanogos facility and our county jails that impact 
incarcerated women.  She works with other community 
partners on women’s issues including Journey of Hope 
and Fresh Start Ventures.  She is a dynamo with her 
social media and keeps things moving along.  Britnee 
has met with legislators this year regarding women’s 
issues and was thrilled (as were we all) with Utah 
legislation banning shackling of women during labor and 

https://fairandjustprosecution.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Building-Empathy-through-Experience-Visit-a-Prison-Pledge-FINAL-11.20.19.pdf
https://fairandjustprosecution.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Building-Empathy-through-Experience-Visit-a-Prison-Pledge-FINAL-11.20.19.pdf
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childbirth.  She follows up when she hears that policies 
and laws are not being followed.  
 

Faye Jenkins serves as UPAN’s Director of Sex 
Offense Issues.  With the collaboration of another 
dedicated volunteer, author Wendy Parmley, Faye spent 
hundreds of hours this year working with legislators 
trying to educate and explain the myriad of issues faced 
by individuals who once committed a sexual offense 
returning to the community to rebuild their lives in a 
healthy manner.  She and other UPAN participants, 
including former inmates, have worked to help the 
legislative committees looking at sex offense registration 
laws, understand the nuances and challenges to 
returning citizens.  She has written several articles on 
the various issues faced by people who have offended 
sexually for the UPAN newsletter.  She has forged 
connections with other organizations focused on the 
impact of laws on families of individuals who have 
offended sexually and is responsible for UPAN’s co-
sponsorship of the January 2020 screening of the 
documentary movie, Untouchable, about sex offender 
registration laws. 
 

Deon Corkins continued as UPAN’s Inmate Newsletter 
Volunteer Coordinator.  This is a HUGE job and she 
does it efficiently and gracefully.  This involves dealing 
with every returned newsletter that UPAN receives due 
to the frequent moves of our incarcerated throughout the 
state.  It involves looking up new housing location and 
notifying the volunteer who sends the newsletter.  It 
involves adding and changing assignments when 
someone is paroled or is added.  It involves notifying 
how receiving a newsletter works for inmates – meaning 
if the prisoner has a family member or someone in 
community to receive the newsletter via email, then ask 
them to sign up, otherwise let us know you a have no 
one and you can be put on a list to be assigned to a 
newsletter volunteer when a space comes available.  We 
are always looking for new newsletter volunteers.  She 
keeps the data base updated and frankly, Molly would 
not be able to attend to the myriad of other concerns 
UPAN deals with if Deon was not handling this never-
ending job.  
 

Michael McAinsh continued to be a tireless volunteer 
for UPAN and other causes that contribute to the 
wellbeing of the formerly incarcerated.  He organized 
UPAN’s Meet Your Legislator Meeting in October and 
personally invited every representative and senator to 
attend.  It was a success.  He attends a variety of 
meetings at our state capitol on policies and laws and 
trends that impact prisoners and their families.  He is 
involved in several endeavors that will benefit persons 
housed in county jails and in re-entry to the community.  
Michael is a regular attendee at the Board of Pardons 
and Parole’s Community Outreach Committee.   
 

Audrae Rogers continued her role as UPAN’s Holiday 
Card Program coordinator.  This involves organizing and 
managing the Christmas Card Design Contest for 

inmates and also the volunteer list and the names of 
inmates to receive holiday cards that would otherwise 
not receive any.  This year there were 1,128 cards sent 
out with 50 volunteers to manage.  This is challenging – 
again because of the frequent moves of state inmates 
back and forth between Utah’s two prisons and 21 
county jails the state contracts with.  She coordinates 
with Deon so the newsletter volunteers can send cards 
to their own list of inmates avoiding duplications.  She 
manages the judging of the Card Contest and creates 
certificates to send to each winner and communicates 
with the entrants. Audrae also responds to some of the 
many letters sent to UPAN and sends thank-you letters 
to donors for their much-appreciated donations. 
 

Ernie Rogers (Audrae’s husband) helped her with the 
card program this year.  He’s involved in various criminal 
justice issues and attends several criminal justice reform 
meetings such as the CCJJ and Sentencing Commission 
and written articles and sent letters to policy makers and 
community leaders about how to reduce Utah’s 
incarceration and recidivism.  He attends the monthly 
Community Outreach Committee for the BOPP along 
with Michael McAinsh and Molly Prince.  
 

An Bradshaw has taken on the role Monthly Meeting 
Coordinator.  She has begun to work with Molly to 
schedule speakers and make arrangements for UPAN’s 
monthly meetings.  Their combined success has been 
shown by having great presentations and informative 
speakers planned as far as four months in advance.   
 

Shauna Denos has continued in the role of UPAN 
President in 2019.  This has been a challenging year 
that has included two knee replacement surgeries, so 
she has not been as visible as in past years.  We hope 
that 2020 will be a year of health and recovery for her.  
 

Newsletter Volunteers are the backbone of the 
Inmate Newsletter Program.  We cannot list the name 
of every person who volunteers to print out and mail in 
newsletters to inmates that would otherwise have no one 
to send to them, but UPAN is deeply grateful for each 
and every one that takes their time to do this and 
finances this from their own pockets.  UPAN has 56 
newsletter volunteers who are sending to approximately 
420 inmates right now.  We always need more!!!   On 
behalf of hundreds of inmates, UPAN extends heartfelt 
appreciation to each and every newsletter volunteer this 
holiday season! 
 

Pam Day, owner of Kafeneio Coffee House, provides 
a home to most of UPAN’s monthly meetings in their 
event meeting room each month.  Pam and sons, Shane 
and Cory, open the café in the evening on the second 
Monday of the month just for us since they are not 
normally open evenings.  They let us order sandwiches 
and breakfast in the evening, and offer a wide variety of 
coffee, teas, and sodas so we can attend the meeting 
right after work and are not distracted by being hungry! 
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UPAN is SO THANKFUL for Pam Day and Kafeneio for 
giving UPAN meetings a home!  
 

Lacee Harris (Molly‘s husband) picks up the mail at the 
UPAN PO box in Draper each week.  While this does not 
sound like much, it is a vital duty and he has managed to 
do it each week in 2019, rain, snow, sleet or shine.  
 

Molly Prince, UPAN co-founder, past president and 
treasurer, continues to be the primary person who 
triages the mail and gives to various directors for their 
particular areas of interest / expertise.  She tries to 
respond to inmates who write about specific issues when 
she can – but if she cannot due to time limitations, the 
topic often ends up as an article in the newsletter at 
some point.  She spends a lot of time helping family 
members who to contact UPAN to advocate for their own 
incarcerated loved ones  understand how to do it. This is 
best done via email but also can be done via Facebook 
Messenger.  Molly is the main UPAN director who 
contacts UDC administrators with specific concerns. 
Along with Shane, she contacts the public information 
office for answers to questions posed by family members 
about how things work in USP or CUCF.  She writes 
most of the newsletter articles summarizing UPAN 
meetings or providing public information from other 
sources.  She coordinates with other authors of 
newsletter articles and tries to connect individuals with 

specific concerns with others who are familiar with those 
issues.   
Along with Shane, Molly is often the person to share 
information or do interviews with the television or 
newspaper media.  She answers dozens of Facebook 
Messenger posts and questions as well as email 
communications from families, community members, 
and formerly incarcerated each month.  (Please note 
that UPAN does not pay into accounts to communicate 
by email with incarcerated individuals in the various 
county jails.)  
 

There are many other individuals who contribute in 
various ways to UPAN.  There are those who help 
Shane with set-up and take down of his equipment each 
meeting.  There are those who provide information to 
UPAN from both inside and out.  We appreciate 
everyone who shares with us.  We also receive some 
financial donations from a few individuals on a monthly 
basis that helps to cover keeping our website going and 
protected from hackers, keeps our Gmail and web 
presence running and protected, as well as sometimes 
helps to provide postage for answering letters from 
inmates and funds copy and event costs when needed 
prior to events such as  Day of Empathy or Meet Your 
Legislator Night.  To all of you a hearty Thank You!  
We wish you a Happy Holiday and a Healthy, Safe 
and Prosperous 2020! 

 

Utah Prisoner Reintegration Coalition By Deon Corkins 
 

A group interested in forming a prisoner reintegration - 
reentry program held its first meeting on Thursday, 
November 7

th
 at the South City Campus of Salt Lake 

Community College.  Tentatively, to be called the Utah 
Prisoner Reintegration Coalition, it will likely meet on the 
1

st
 and 3

rd
 Thursdays of each month.  Attendees 

included survivors of incarceration, faculty, students, 
administrators, and community volunteers.  The 
participants hope to create a program that is welcoming 
to survivors in Salt Lake County who are striving to 
successfully reintegrate back into society, with a special 
emphasis on those attending classes at SLCC.  Ideas 
were discussed on structure of future meetings.  The list  

of possible areas of focus includes helping survivors 
identify basic needs, developing life skills related to 
career development, encouraging civic leadership, 
inviting guest speakers, providing resources, and 
offering workshops.  The program organizers desire to 
build cooperative relationships with Adult Probation and 
Parole, The Utah Department of Corrections and the 
Utah State Board of Education, so that all agencies will 
be on board.  Evidence based strategies will be 
identified for use.  Therapy will not be part of the 
program.  Currently, SLCC offers the only accredited 
college classes held at the Draper campus of the Utah 
Department of Corrections. 
  

"Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of mind.  Calvin Coolidge 
 

Prescription Label Font Size Problems By Molly Prince 
 

UPAN received a couple letters concerning the reduced 
font size on the prescription refill labels in Draper, a size 
so small it was difficult to read without a magnifying 
glass which resulted in inmates not being able to fill out 
the refill request forms correctly, and mistakes were 
being made due to putting down the wrong numbers.   
 

We contacted Director Tony Washington about this and 
he promptly responded that they were aware of the issue 
that had occurred with the specialty printer that prints 
these labels.  He indicated it was a complex fix and the  

DTS staff had to reprogram the printer for USP to 
maintain the thousands of monthly prescriptions. He said 
the Pharmacist told him that inmates can have the Med 
Tech scan the label or submit their name, number and 
the name of the medication to get refills until this is fixed 
and new, readable labels are provided.  He said it is 
taking time to work on the programming with the printer 
because the prison cannot afford to take down the 
system completely to repair it due to the volume of daily 
prescriptions.  He assured us that Corrections is working 
on a permanent solution. 
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Partner Seeking Homes to Lease to Assist Those with Criminal Histories 
Salt Lake & Northern Utah Counties  from information provided by Joe Spencer 

 

Dear UPAN Supporters, we need your help! Our current 
housing market is experiencing a serious lack of suit-
able and safe housing in Utah for individuals with felony 
backgrounds.  We are assisting a partner to  find and 
lease single-family homes in good neighborhoods within 
the northern Utah County and Salt Lake County areas in 
order help people who have been turned away from 
other rental opportunities due to their criminal back-
ground histories.  The homes need to be at least 4 
bedrooms and 2 baths.  If you have a rental property 
meeting this criteria and would be willing to consider 
master-leasing to our partner for this cause, please 
contact:  
 Joe Spencer, Phone: (801) 836-1243, 
 Email: josephspencer@gmail.com 
Mr. Spencer is making Heather Fabian's (one of UPAN's 
founders) rental home available to men coming from 

Fortitude.  He is on the board of Fresh Start Ventures. 
He has 31 tenants spread across several single-family 
homes where he rents rooms to people on a month to 
month basis.  Of those current tenants, 21 have felonies 
in their history.  He has only had one tenant ever 
disappoint. 
 

He would like to start providing more rooms for people in 
the North Utah County and SLC area.   He will master-
lease the homes and make them available to people 
regardless of their criminal background, so long as they 
are looking to move forward with their life.  He wonders if 
there are people in UPAN’s network that would consider 
allowing him to master lease their rental homes (or their 
home if they are moving).  He is also open to buying 
homes but prefers to lease first to get a feel for the home 
and how it works for single male renters. 

 

"Christmas is doing a little something extra for someone.” – Charles M. Schulz 
 

What carol is heard in the desert?  'O camel ye faithful!'   
How do snowmen get around?  They ride an icicle! 

 
When Hope is So Elusive 

By Warren Rosenbaum, with thanks to Adam Ure for this poetic prompt. 
 

Retaining drive and motivation, 
When Hope is so elusive, 
Haunts us all in subjugation; 
But haunts are not conclusive! 
 

Hope, a struggle to maintain, 
Hope, the seed of expectation, 
Hope, the fuel to help sustain 
Dreams of jobs and education. 
 

Hope for release from prison’s strife, 
Feeds my plans for perfect parole, 
My dreams of family and better life,  
Completing my life’s destined goal. 
 

Years go by – and time drags on, 
I daily cope and mentally elope, 
And pray for the day that I’ll be gone. 
My future life all hinges on – Hope.

A Couple of Smiles and Maybe a Laugh 
People tie bows, but what bow can’t be tied?  A rainbow.  

 What do they sing at a snowman's birthday party? Freeze a jolly good fellow!   
  What kind of motorcycle does Santa ride?  A Holly Davidson! 

 

Hope, like faith, is part of the Christmas Season.  May both occur with renewed vigor in 2020, HNY – Stay warm, Ed. 
 

Utah Prisoner Advocate Network 
  

President:  Shauna Denos 
Past-President & Treasurer:  Molly Prince 
Director of Communications: Shane Severson 
Inmate Newsletter Volunteer Coord: Deon Corkins 
Director of Sex Offender Policy Issues: Faye Jenkins  
Director of Women’s Issues:   Britnee Webb 
Volunteer Coordinator:  An Bradshaw 
Newsletter Editor:  Warren Rosenbaum 
 

  

Utah Prisoner Advocate Network 
P.O. Box 464, Draper, UT 84020  
Website: UtahPrisonerAdvocate.org  
Email:  Utahprisoneradvocate@gmail.com 
Facebook:  Facebook.com/UtahPrisoner  
(Note: go there to view recent UPAN meetings) 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." Margaret Mead 

mailto:Utahprisoneradvocate@gmail.com

